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mainly in the Pacific Coast region where it grows down to sea level in the more 
northerly sections. As it extends farther south, it seeks higher elevations. Its 
wood, like that of the other cedars, is valued where resistance to decay is needed. 

There are 10 native species of maple, six of which are of commercial value. 
Only two species are known as hard maples, producing wood that is both hard and 
strong — sugar maple and the closely related black maple. Sugar maple ranges 
from the Atlantic to Lake Superior, while black maple is found mainly in southern 
Ontario, Hard maple constitutes one of the most valuable commercial hardwoods 
in Canada, It is used for furniture, flooring, veneer, quality plywood, turnery and 
other specialized purposes where strength and hardness are needed. Sugar maple 
and, to a lesser degree, black maple are tapped for the maple sugar industry, 
Bigleaf maple is found on the lower Pacific Coast mainland and on Vancouver 
Island, The wood is only moderately hard and lacks strength but, owing to the 
limited local supply of hardwoods, this tree is of some importance for furniture 
and other specialized uses in the immediate area. Red maple and silver maple are 
eastern species. Red maple ranges from Newfoundland to western Ontario, while 
silver maple is concentrated mainly in southern Ontario and southwestern 
Quebec, Their wood is weaker and softer than that of the hard maples and these 
trees are not important timber producers. The Manitoba maple, ranging from 
Ontario across the southern parts of Manitoba, Saskatchewan and southeastern 
Alberta, produces a soft, moderately light wood that is low in strength. It is better 
known as a shelterbelt tree. 

There are three species of larch in Canada, Two of them — eastern larch, 
better known as tamarack, and western larch — have commercial value. 
Tamarack is widely distributed from Newfoundland to the British Colum­
bia-Yukon border and reaches far into the Northwest Territories, The wood is 
used for poles, posts, piling, boxes, crates and pulp. Western larch, found mainly 
in southeastern British Columbia, is one of the important timber-producing trees 
of western Canada, The wood, hard and strong, is used mainly in construction but 
is also made into flooring, interior and exterior furnishings, and pulp. 

Other trees of less commercial significance include oak, ash, beech, elm and 
basswood. Valuable as the wood of these species may be, it is usually obtainable in 
limited quantities only. However, the species may have considerable local 
importance and they also contribute greatly to the forest landscape, 

Canada's better known species are the commercially exploited trees, but in 
the forest all species have a role to play in maintaining the ecological balance, 
controlling water run-off and preventing soil erosion, and in providing a habitat 
for native fauna and recreational facilities, 

10.1.1.4 Land use 
The Lands Directorate of the Department of Fisheries and the Environment is 
responsible for investigating national aspects of land use in terms of management, 
research, planning and environmental concerns. 

In support of resource management, the directorate operates a number of 
mapping programs. The largest is the Canada Land Inventory (CLI), Under 
federal-provincial agreement, all settled lands of Canada have been classified 
according to their capabilities for agriculture, forestry, recreation and wildlife. 
These data, widely used for land-use planning at the regional level, have been 
placed in a computer system known as the Canada Geographic Information 
System (CGIS), enabling the production of statistics on land capability at the 
national level. In response to the need for other mapping techniques for those 
areas not covered by the CLI program, a biophysical land classification system has 
been developed and applied in the James Bay area. Further development of 
ecological (biophysical) land classification methodologies through the application 
of satellite imagery and high-altitude aerial photography is a major concern. 

National research programs have focused on the land resource aspects of 
outdoor recreation and on an examination of the trends and factors of land-use 


